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and the consequent delay of elections; and those of the
feudal baronage and their tenants, by the excessive exactions
in the way of reliefs, marriages, and wardships, debts to the
crown and forfeiture. In the place of unlimited demands on
these heads the charter promises not indeed fixed amercements,
but a return to ancient equitable custom. The forests are
retained in the king's hands. But the claims of the body of
the people are recognized in the proclamation of peace, in
the restoration of the national laws, and in the provision that
the promises made by the crown to its vassals shall be regarded
as regulating the proceedings of those vassals with their feudal
dependants : a most important article', securing the rights of
the lower landowners, on the same basis as those of the higher,
and binding the latter to do justice as they would have justice
done to them. In every point, either by likeness or by contrast,
this charter has important bearings on the constitutional
programme drawn out of it by the barons in their demands
on John.

[Sec the texts and critical apparatus in Bemont, Chartes
dcs Libertes anglaises (1892), pp. 3-6 ; and in Liebermann,
Gcsctze, i. 521. Copies were dispatched to each shire : Roger
of Wendover s. a. noo gives the copy addressed to Hertford-
shire. Our text reproduces the preamble of the Worcestershire
copy (Red Book of the Exchequer, fo. 163 a.).]

Hcnricus rex Anglorum Samsoni episcopo et Ursoni de
Abetot et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis tarn Francigenis
quani Angligenis de Wirecestrescira salutem.

i. Sciatis me Dei misericordia et communi consilio baronum
totius regni Angliae ejusdem regni regem coronatum esse ; et
quia rcgnum opprcssum erat injustis exactionibus, ego, Dei
respcctu et amore quern erga vos omnes habeo, sanctam Dei
ecclesiam imprimis liberam facio, ita quod nee vendam nec^ad
firmam ponam, nee mortuo archiepiscopo sive episcopo sive
abbate aliquid accipiam de dominio ecclesiae vel de homimbus
ejus donee successor in earn ingrediatur. Et omnes malas